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SUBJECT* DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFlkS^ 'FEBRUARY /« 

INFORM CONSULS 

1. FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE 
EXCERPTS FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR FEBRUARY 
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1979. SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS HOODING CARTER III. 

MR. CARTER* PM GOING TO 00 TODAY'S BRIEFING IN TWO 
PARTS. WE WILL OEAL WITH THE SITUATION IN IRAN AND* AS 
YOU WISH* AFGHANISTAN. I MILL THEN GO INTO FORMAL 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND THEN WE'LL GO INTO QUESTIONS ON THOSE 
AND OTHER SUBJECTS. 

SO IRAN FIRST.; 

ON THE GROUNO. 



*!LEJ ME.JR/.Ttf'Giyt YOU. A SENSE OP 
.:i.4AN*.*a PREP-AC? THIS'WrTft WHAT 
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ILSkE** 12 , y ?!L".H AT * E HAVE 0NLy FRAGMENTARY INFOR- 
MATION. HE HAVE VIRTUALLY NO COMMUNICATION DIRECTLY KITH 
EMBASSY PERSONNEL. HE HAVE NO SECURE COMMUNICATION 
WITH- OUR EMBASSY. MOST OP OUR INPORMATlSJ ON HHAT IS 
GOING ON IN TEHRAN IN CONNECTION WITH THE AMERICANS WHO 
HERE IN THE EMBASSY COMPOUND COMES PROM SECOND-HAND OR 
SfkS^IKS^.'SKJSS 00 ^. 1 "^ PARTIES HHO HAVE HAP 
DIRECT CONTACT, HOHEVER, KITH OUR AMBASSADOR AND OTHER 
AMERICANS. 

I GIVE YOU THAT SIMPLY TO EMPHASIZE THAT CHANGING 
ASSESSMENTS REFLECT CHANGING INFORMATION AS IT COMES IN. 
WE ARE OP COURSE SEEKING TO REESTABLISH DIRECT COMMUNICA- 
TION, BUT THAT COULD TAKE SOME TIME. THERE HAS BEEN A 
POHER FAILURE IN THE EMBASSY. OBVIOUSLY THE EVENTS 
WHICH TOOK PLACE HAO SOMETHING TO 00 WITH THAT. 

NOH, THE LAST REPORT THAT HE HAVE HAD THROUGH THIS 
INDIRECT CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION FROM AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN 
IS THAT ALL THE AMERICANS HHO HERE IN THE EMBASSY AT THE 
TIME OP THE INITIAL ASSAULT ARE NOH BACK IN THE EMBASSY 
COMPOUND — THAT IS. THEY ARE ACCOUNTED * ,> A N0 PRESENT, 
THE REPORTS HE HAVE ON INJURIES! Cl>, * 4A ? 'INE HHO HAS 
INURED DURING THE FIGHTING HITH A HEAD INJUR' AND ANOTHER 
MARINE HE UNDERSTAND TO HAVE A LEG INJURY J i <ERE HAS 
AT LEAST ONE IRANIAN NATIONAL HHO HORKEO INSU* THE EMBASSY 
LIMITEO OPPICIAL USE j 
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HHO HAS KILLED. THERE MAY BE OTHERS! I SIMPLY OON*T 
KNOH. 

0. HHEN YOU SAY THZRZ MAY BE OTHERS YOU MEAN IRANIANS. 

A. THERE MAY BE OTHER IRANIANS. HE HAVE NO REPORTS OF 
AMERICANS BEING KILLEO. j 

ANO, AGAIN. HHILE I HAVE TO STRESS THE NATURE OF OUR 
COMMUNICATIONS — THAT IS TO SAY, THE SPORADIC NATURE 
OF IT « THE INFORMATION HE HAVE AVAILABLE FROM CONTACT 
THROUGH OUR CONSULATES ANO OTHER PARTS OP IRAN IS THAT 
THERE HAVE NOT BEEN SIMILAR INCIDENTS, SUCH AS THAT 
WHICH OCCURRED AT THE AMERICAN EMBASS.X. ANO INSOFAR 
AS THE JtEPOfttS HE: HAVE' *$£§■ CW&NBD: '.THERE ARE NO 



{HBftOIRh 

;&LVJ*JO AMERICANS I 



INJURIES:OR;aATH$.lNYMj*»0 AMERICANS OR SERIOUS 
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INCIOENTS INVOLVING THEM ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY. 

I!U S0 M * s BANNING FOR DEALING WITH THE^ SAFETY AND 
SECURITY OF THE AMERICANS IN IRAN, FIRST* WE ARE CLEARLY 
LOOKING IflTO VARIOUS APPROACHES TO DEALING WITH THAT 
RESPONSIBILITY* IT DOES NOT APPEAR LIKELY THAT THE 
AIRPORT IN TEHRAN HILL BE OPEN UNTIL SATURDAY. THERE 
IS A RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY BOTH TOMORROW — WHICH IS 
ALMOST NOW IN IRAN •- AND ON PRIOAY, THEREBY EFFECTIVELY 
CLOSING THAT AVENUE, WE ARE LOOKING INTO THE ENTIRE 
SITUATION AND WE CLEARLY HAVE PLANS. 

WE HAVE A STATEMENT THAT I WOULD LIKE TO RELAY TO YOU, 
WHICH CAME FROM THE CHARGE AT THE IRANIAN EMBASSY THIS 

MORNING, TELEPHONED INTO THIS 8UIL0ING TO UNOER SECRETARY 
NEWSOM. THE CHARGE INFORMED MR, NEWSOM THAT HE HAD 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RECEIVED A CABLE FROM FOREIGN MINISTER SAN JAB I STATING 
THAT ON SAN4ABPS PART AND THAT OF PRIME MINISTER 
BAZARGAN AND THE AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI THAT THEY WISHES TO 
GIVE ASSURANCES TO SECRETARY VANCE THAT AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN 
AND HIS STAFF ARE SAFE AND WILL BE FULLY PROTECTED BY THE 
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. 

0, WHEN 010 YOU RECEIVE IT FROM IRAN? 

A. THIS MORNING, WITHIN THE LAST COUPLE OP HOURS. 

0. WAS THERE ANYTHING IN THE TELEPHONE CONVERSATION THAT 
INDICATED THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCES WISHED OR DID 
NOT WISH THE AMERICAN PERSONNEL, EMBASSY PERSONNEL, TO 
REMAIN IN IRAN? 

A. NO, 

i 
0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY IOEA OF THE IDENTIFICATION OR 
POLITICAL PERSUASION OP THE PEOPLE WHO ATTACKED THE 
EMBASSY? 

A* I *ANT tO BE. FAIRLY. GAftB/UL, AQOM THIS IN THAT WE - 
DO N0OA& *.A £L£AR P4CjtftE}0F :WHQ HAS INVOLVED. FROM THE 
REPORfcw&HAkS/.MOWEVtRi It* SEEM* THAT THOSE DIRECTLY 
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INVQLVEO IN THAT INITIAL ASSAULT MERE LEFT MARXIST 
GROUPS. AS TO ORGANIZATIONAL IDENTITY, I THINK IT*S TOO 
EARLY FOR MB TO TRY TO DEAL MITH THAT. 

0. A TABS ACCOUNT SAYS THAT* THE EMBASSY MAS ATTACKED 
AFTER « I OON»T HAVE THE EXACT HORDING HERE BUT 
SOMETHING ABOUT AFTER THE MORD HAD GONE AROUND THAT SAVAK 
AGENTS MERE BEING HARBORED INSIDE THE EMBASSY. DO YOU 
HAVE ANY ACCOUNT OF THIS VERSION OP MHY THE EMBASSY 
MAS ATTACKED? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A. I'VE SEEN THAT VERSION. I CAN ONLY COMMENT THAT 
THAT KINO OF RUMOR HAD BEEN PASSEO AROUND BEFORE. IT 
MAS MRQNQ. THERE MERE NO SAVAK AGENTS INSIOE. 

0. HAVE ANY AMERICAN INSTALLATIONS, TO YOUR KNOMLEDGE, 
BEEN USED TO HARBOR FORMER SAVAK AGENTS? 



A. NOT TO MY KNOMLEOGE. i 

0. DID THE SECRETARY RESPOND TO THE MESSAGE OP 
THE AYATOLLAH AND SANJABI? 

A. THIS MAS RECEIVED AFTER THE SECRETARY lEPT. 
I MANT TO TELL YOU OUR DIFFICULTIES RIGHT NOM IN 
CORRESPONDING DIRECTLY. BUT, AS I SAID THIS MORNING. AT 
THE TIME OP THE RELIEF OP THE AMERICAN COMPOUNO BY • 
FORCES REPRESENTING THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, ME OP 
COURSE MELCOMEO THAT ACTION, 

0. 00 YOU KNOM IP THE PROTECTION THAT*S BEING OFFERED 
INVOLVES GUARDING THE EMBASSY AND GUARDING! THE AMBASSADOR 
OR OTHERS ON THEIR MAY TO AND PROM? MHAT 00 YOU INTERPRET 
IT TO MEAN? . I 

A. MY UNOERSTANOING IS THAT THERE ARE FORCES REPRE- 
SENTING THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT MHICH ARE OUTSIDE AND 
AROUND THE EMBASSY GUARDING IT FROM A REPETITION OP MHAT 
OCCURREO EARLIER. { 

0. MHAniKlYbUg; UNOERST AilNft !if 'Mil KINO OF PROTEC- 
TION* !P.3W«,:ttlE:ReVOl*0rWNARy *ARMY, MAO Gi;VEN THE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE I 



EM8ASSY BEFORE THE INCIDENT AND THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT. 
SINCE* AS ME ALL KNOW, THE SITUATION HAS TERRIBLY 
LtHITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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UNSTABLE? HAD THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY DONE ANYTHING FOR 
YOU UNTIL IT HAPPENED? j 

A. I DON'T KNOW. | 

0,! IS THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, AS YOU UNDERSTAND IT, THE 
OLD ARMY OF IRAN OR ARE THESE DIFFERENT FORCES? 

A. I BELIEVE THESE TO BE, FOR THE MOST PART, FOLLOWERS 
OF THE NEK REGIME WHO, I WOULO HAVE TO SAY — I WILL HAVE 
TO GO ON BACKGROUND TO USE THE TERM — BUT ARE 
IRREGULARS AS OPPOSED, TO UNITS OF MILITARY MEN IN THE 
UNIFORM OP THE OLD REGIM*'.' J 

0. 00 YOU KNOW WHAT HAS HAPPENEO TO THE LATTER? WHAT'S 
HAPPENSO TO THE IRANIAN ARMY? 

A. NO. I DON'T HAVE ANY DESCRIPTION ON THAT, 

0. DO 1 YOUR REPORTS INDICATE- WHETHER OR NOT ANY SENSITIVE 
MATERIALS WERE LOST WHILE THE EMBASSY WAS UNDER THE 
CONTROL or THE PEOPLE WHO ATTACKED IT? 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT NONE WERE. 

0. WERE THEY DESTROYED THEN? ; | 

A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT ADEQUATE SECURITY 

, i 
MEASURES WERE TAKEN TO DEAL WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF 
ENOANGERING THEM BEFORE THE BUILDINGS jWERE SEIZED. 

0. WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE COMMUNICATIONS THAT 
WE'VE HAD CONCERNING AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN AND HIS STAFF? 
YOU SAY THAT THESE ARE SECOND-PARTY AND SECOND-HAND 
COMMUNICATIONS. ARE WE RELYING MAINLY ON IRANIANS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE ^ ... .. 

PAgflo*': : /j : )sj*T€ : « # . ! 43bW TflSEC 010019 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL" USE 
RELAYING CONVERSATIONS WITH SULLIVAN? 

A. NO. LET ME DESCRIBE THE HAY IT'S DONE. THERE HAS 
BEEN AN UNSECURE TELEPHONE CALL OR TWC FROM AMERICANS 
WHO WERE OUTSIOE THE EMBASSY, CALLING HERE TRYING TO 
OESCRIBE WHAT THEY HAD SEEN. [ 

0. ARE THESE EMBASSY PEOPLE? ! 

I 
A. YES. THERE HAS BFf-N A RELAY BY DIPLOMATS OF OTHER 
NATIONS WHO HAVE COME INTO THE -COMPOUND, STALKED TO 
AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN AND OTHERS, AND COME! OUT AND RELAYED 
FROM HIM ACCOUNTS OF WHAT HAS BEEN GOING! ON. THOSE ARE 
THE BASIC FORMS OF COMMUNICATION. | 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY EXPECTATION THAT THE! SECURE LINES AND 
THE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM CAN BE RESTORED OR HAS IT BEEN 
WRECKED OR IS IT OUT BECAUSE OF THE POWER FAILURE OR 
WHAT? 



ANY KINO OF 



U.S. GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBLE 



A. I HAVE SOME DIFFICULTY IN GIVING YOU 
PREDICTION ON THAT. 

0. FOR THE RECORD, I TAKE IT YOU OR THE 
DOES NOT HOLO THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE ATTACK. 

A. I DON'T THINK AT THIS POINT I HAVE ANY KINO OP COMMENT 
ON RESPONSIBILITY. I CAN ONLY DESCRIBE THE EVENTS RIGHT 
NOW, WHICH WE ARE BARELY ABLE TO KEEP UP .WITH. 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY ACCOUNT OF HOW THAT IRANIAN DIED? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A. THE ONLY ACCOUNT THAT I HAVE, IN FACT, IS FROM THE 
MARINE WHO WAS INJURED, WHO OESCRIBEO IT FOR AT LEAST 
ONE WIRE SERVICE REPORTER. 

0. THAT'S ALL? 



A. WELL, THAT'S ALL I CANCEL U YOU AS FAR 
I UNOEWTOaqPTOM^NOt^RJ^OpRtJ MAT*. HE Wi 
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KILLED, / '**' ' I 

0. KILLED? I 

A. BUT HOM HE DIED I OON'T KNOM. | 

0. ONE HIRE SERVICE SAYS THAT THE MARINES OPENED FIRE 
AND THE THREE URBAN GUERRILLAS, AS THEY* RE DESCRIBED IN 
THE STORY, MERE KILLED. DOES THE STATE i DEPARTMENT HAVE 
ANY INFORMATION THAT ANY. OF THE ATTACKERS MERE KILLEO OR, 
IN FACT, THE MARINES MERE PERMITTED TO OEPENO THE EMBASSY? 

i 

A. NO. LET ME SAY INSOFAR AS OUR OPENING FIRE IS 
CONCERNEO, I HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT MOULO VERIFY ANY 
SUCH REPORT THAT THIS MAS PROMPTED BY OUR OPENING FIRE 
FIRST. SECOND, INSOFAR AS TRYING TO GIVE YOU AN ACCURATE 
PICTURE, A BATTLEPRONT ASSESSMENT, A BODY COUNT — 
ANYTHING LIKE THAT -- I CAN'T. I OON'TiHAVE IT. 

0. YOU MEAN YOU OON'T KNOM EITHER MAY IF THREE GUYS, 
IP THREE OF THEM, MERE KILLEO? j 

A. NO, I DO NOT KNOM. J 

0. AT ONE POINT THE LEFT MING FORCES -- HOMEVER YOU MANT 

TO DESCRIBE THEM — CONTROLLED THE EMBASSY. THEN MY 

UNDERSTANDING IS THAT KHOMEINI'S FORCES TOOK CONTROL 

OF THE EMBASSY. FOR HQM LONG DID KHOMEINI'S PEOPLE 

LIMITED OPFICIAL USE 
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RETAIN CONTROL? IS THE UNITED STATES ONCE AGAIN IN 
COMPLETE, CONTROL OP ITS OMN EMBASSY COMPOUNO? 

A. I 00 NOT KNOM FOR A FACT MHETHER THERE ARE ANY 
FORCES LEFT INSIDE THOSE GROUNDS REPRESENTING THE PRO- 
VISIONAL GOVERNMENT. I DON'T KNOM. | 

0. MHAT ABOUT THE BUILDINGS? FOR HOM LONG MERE THOSE 
BUILDINGS UNDER AMERICAN CONTROL? 



A. THERE MAS A PERIOD, MHICH I 00 NOT HAVE A FIX ON, 
MHEN THE .ATTACKERS. MERE 4N. : TMFJ*Ev. .'IS UNDERSTAND THAT THE 

CHANCi'A? .18] Sfl BAOLY.TSAp-AS&O'STIfST IT! IS NOT USABLE 

AT mi XIME..: rHERB-MsT B? THE*1NrTIAL| MAVE OP ATTACKERS, 

LIMITED OFFICIAL-USE 
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SOME ACTS OP PILLAGING OP THE AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE. 
BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW AT THIS POINT HO* LONG, IN PACT, 
ONCE THE FOLLOWERS OP THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT CAME 
BACK IN « HOW LONG THEY MERE INSIDE THOSE BUILDINGS OR 
WHAT THE STATUS IS RIGHT NO*. | 

I WAS JUST HANDED A NOTE. I THOUGHT I SAID THIS, BUT ON 
THE OUE3TION OP THE RESPONSIBILITY PQR THE ATTACK, WE 
CLEARLY HAVE STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT NOT ONLY WASN'T 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACK BUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACTED 
OUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY TO TRY TO DEAL WITH THE ATTACKERS 
AND TO GET THEM OUT OP THERE. AND I WANT TO REEMPHASI2E 
THAT. i 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANYTHING MORE ABOUT THE AMERICANS WHO 
WERE TAKEN FROM THE COMPOUND OURING THE SEIGE? 

A. THEY ARE BACK. NO, I OON,T. 
LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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0. WELL, HOW WERE THEY TAKEN? HOW MANY OF THEM? 

A. I OON'T KNOW. 

0. HOW MANY QP THEM? 

A. LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING. I AM NOT GOING TO BE MUCH 
HELP TO YOU FOR A WHILE ON NUMBERS. ! AMONG THE REASONS I 
AM NOT GOING TO BE MUCH HELP TO YOU ON NUMBERS IS I 
WOULD JUST AS SOON NOT PLAY THZ -BUT, HOODING, TWO HOURS 
AGO YOU SAID THAT THERE WERE TEN PEOPLE TAKEN AWAY AND 
NOW YOU SAY THERE~HSf?t rf ,PIPTEEN." THE FACT IS THAT THE 
INFORMATION CHANGES SO FAST THAT I THINK IT IS SORT OP 
IRRELEVANT. THEY WERE TAKEN AWAY, THEY ARE BACK. 

I 
0. ON THE QUESTION OF EVACUATION, 00 I UNDERSTAND YOU TO 
BE SAYING THAT UNTIL SATURDAY. AT LEAST, THERE IS NO 
POSSIBILITY OP FLVING PLANES IN. 

A \. tW S£5M5.T0.aE.^HE.CASE> : «: 

oi.: wKAhte6ui- r&e vmsMiImV* ^yinq helicopters in? 
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A. I THINK THAT I MOULD HAVE TO SAY FOR ALL OP THEM THAT 
THE LIKELIHOOD OP BEING ABLE TO DO ANYTHING BEFORE 
SATURDAY IS NON-EXISTENT TO VERY LITTLE. j 

LET MS SAY SOMETHING HERE ON /BACKGROUND. THERE IS SOME 
ILLUSION ABOUT WHAT THOSE HELICOPTERS WERE GOING TO BE 
CAPABLE 00 DOING IN ANY CASE. THOSE HELICOPTERS 
HAVE A CAPACITY TO PICK UP PEOPLE AND TAKE THEM A 
DISTANCE, AS PROM A LOCATION POINT TO A TRANSPORTATION 
POINT, NOT TO 00 TRANSCONTINENTAL PERRYING OP FIVE, SIX, 
SEVEN THOUSAND AMERICANS. THEY MERE TO GET OVER 
TRAFFIC OBSTACLES IN A CITY PROM A LOCATION POINT TO A 
LIMITEO OPPICIAL USE 
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POINT WHERE THE TRANSPORTS MOULD COME IN. THAT IS THE 
HAY IT IS. j 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON AIRPORTS ELSEWHERE IN THE 

COUNTRY? | 

0. EFFECTIVELY, THERE IS NOTHING THAT YOU ARE SAYING THAT 
IS POSSIBLE BETWEEN NOW ANO SATURDAY, TO ALL INTENTS AND 
PURPOSES. 

A. I AM NOT AWARE OF ANYTHING AT THIS TIME.! 

0. HAVE YOU RECEIVED PROM THE NEW GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES 
THAT WHEN THE AIRPORTS ARE OPEN THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE 
TO PLY PLANES IN TO GET AMERICANS OUT? 

A. WE HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT WE WRL BE ABLE TO ~ 

MOVE THOSE AMERICANS OUT WHO WISH TO LEAVE ANO WE FEEL j 

SHOULD LEAVE. ! 



0. AS A RESULT OF ASSURANCES FROM THE GOVERNMENT? 

A. WE HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT, YES. I 

0. THE IRANIAN AIR FORCE HAS TWO FIELDS AT ISPAHAN, I 
BELIEVE, AND AT LEAST ONE AT SHIRAZ, TO WHICH THERE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN ACCESS. BY.A/1ERICAN F.ORCES. DO YOU HAVE 

anything oft THOSE?: : .. •. :•: : : .: : : 

.5 ... • • 

LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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A. NO. I CAN'T EVEN SUGGEST. I OON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. 
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WERE REPORTED ON ONE SERVICE AS SAVING THAT AMERICAN 

EkS^fS ¥2 u !-g.XM NT0 IRAN ™ take Americans out who 

WANTED TO LEAV$ AS SOON AS THE AIRPORT IS 'OPEN. 
A. THAT IE- WHAT I JUST GOT THROUGH 1 SAVING. 
0. HAVE VOUTOST CONTACT WITH THE EMBASSY? 
A. WAIT, NOW. 

?,'.,! H9 UL0 UKE T0 p O«-LOW THIS LITTLE DIVERSION OF 
S A I£, Ve 5.Sl MBE * IT * A S THAT WAS TAKEN TO THE UNIVERSITY. 
S2 HE S^LS2 Y ft g e ?2?Il NO THAT Y0U CAN SHARE WITH US 

$Plh JJ&SIJP** A L0T ° P SPORTS. THE COMPLEX! TV 
?SJ H f ?£ P 2?J , K2, A J^I H S» SP 9 RAOIC NATUR£ 0P " IS SUCH 
THAT I AM NOT GOING TO TRV TO CONFIRM THAT THEV WERE 

, T i5f N r°»ISi S / lACE 0R T0 THAT PLACE OR ANYWHERE ELSE 
UNTIL I KNOW A LOT MORE THAN I KNOW. BECAUSE I HAVE 

^l?S M f*XIJ R0 ,5 EP S RTS C0ME 0UT 0P THERE WHICH WERE 
CONTRADICTORY WITHIN THEMSELVES. 



g« 00 YOU KNOW THE IDENTITY OF ANY OP THE 
WERE TAKEN OUT OP THE EMBASSY COMPOUND? 

A. THE IOENTITY? ! 

0. YES. 

A. I WON'T BE ABLE TO GIVE IOENTITY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE M ...! .. 
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0. HAS A DECISION SEEN HADE TO UNDERTAKE PTTHPft A padttai 

t'aJ-SSk/L 1 J A IP I H,S MORNING, AND THIS IS AS PAR AS 
I AM GOING TO DO ON THIS, THAT VIE ARE IN TOUCH I w aof 
PLANNING, ME ARE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEED FOR THP 
SAFETY AND SECURITY OF OUR CITIZENS THERE? WE MILL TAKP 
SUCH STEPS AS ME THINK ARE NECESSARY TO INSURE THE 
SAFETY OP THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY. AS I SAID IN THIS 
522?{!l? 8 J B 1S , » *S S T0 MH "HER THAT INVOLVES: COMPLETE, 
PARTIAL, OR ANY OTHER KINO OP EVACUATION, WHICH IS THE 

smV^IW "S/SE WL^lK^ Tffl ANSWER IS 
STILL THE SAME. THE FORM OP WHAT ME ARE GOING To no is 

?22J w I ? M U r i ?I5* OI I CUSSION N <*' WHAT ME MILL 00 MILL BE 
ISPSLIS LIGHT OP THE EVENTS AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES AS ME 
SS I H ^ A I I H L T I M ! THAT W£ « A ^ TO MOVE FORM ARO. 
ANO I DON'T HAVE A DIRECT ANSWER TO THAT. | 

ISo os lHgS L E g'^S E ? H0 cSSg E T ^ Lme "'"• a &° r* &™ T 

A. IP THEY MANT TO LEAVE. | 

?Ar. HiJ^SJ^SI SUGGESTING, I MEAN, THAT iTHE EMBASSY PEOPLE 

S2 e *SS IN ?* T ?J E PUUe0 0UT? THAT IS NOT WHAT YOU MEANT 
TO SAT, IS IT? , i 

k*rJ,X/ L kJ?SLI£ IS » T8AT ^SOPAR AS THE EMBASSY ANO 
??? I ?£ A L P I5 S 9 NNEL ARE CONCERNED, WE ARE IN SO-CALLED PHASE 
LIMITEO'OPPICIAL Sg| ASSA00R HAS *»HIHO ™» *» 
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PAGE IS 

oIIISHiSPelt!^^!^^ 1 ^ EXCEPT STRICTLV ESSENTIAL 
PERSONNEL SHOULD COME OUT, AND THAT HE ANO HIS STAPP WILL 

DESIGNATE MHO ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL MIGHT BE. 

0. 00 YOU HAVE .ANY IG^.MHA* WM68RS* -TK/jTfli ILL 

•.: ..: : ..: : ..• ..' ••• ?• 
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~~" LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
A, NO, I DON'T YET. 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT THERE ARE ANY 
AMERICAN CITIZENS IN IRAN THAT THE IRANIAN, NEW IRANIAN 
GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ALLOW TO LEAVE? 

A. NO. 

0. I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE TWO EMPLOYEES OP A COMPANY, 
H. ROSS PIERROT'S FIRM, CALLED "ELECTRONIC DATA SYSTEMS", 
THAT WERE SUPPOSEDLY BEING HELO UNDER RANSOM BY ONE OF 
THE OLO IRANIAN REGIMES. DO YOU HAVE ANY WORD ON THAT, 
WHAT HAS HAPPENEO TO THOSE TWO PEOPLE? I 

I 
A. I WILL HAVE TO TAKE THAT. I OON'T KNOW. | 

0. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING, EITHER WAY, ON HAM RADIO 
REPORTS THAT WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED PROM TWO DIFFERENT 
STATES FROM AMERICANS IN IRAN SAYING THEY ARE SUBJECT TO 
HOUSE-TO-HOUSE SEARCHES BY THE SAME SORT OP RADICAL 
ELEMENTS THAT TOOK OVER THE EMBASSY WITH DEMANOS 
THAT THEY GIVE UP ANY WEAPONS THEY HAVE, WITH DEMANDS THAT 
THEY SURRENDER RADIOS? 

A. NO, BUT I AM NOT GOING TO TRY TO ARGUE WITH IT. I 
UNDERSTAND THE QUESTION, AND THAT IS WHY I WAS VERY 
CAREFUL WHEN I WAS SAYING THAT INSOPAR AS REPORTING OUT 
IN THE FIELD IS CONCERNED, I CAN ONLY GIVE YOU WHAT 
THEY HAVE, WITHOUT FOR A MINUTE SUGGESTING TO YOU THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WE KNOW FOR A PACT ANO A CERTAINTY WHAT THE SITUATION IS 
WITH ALL AMERICANS ALL OVER THAT COUNTRY. I CAN'T 
CONFIRM THAT, BUT I ALSO CAN'T SIT HERE ANO SAY FLATLY 
THAT I KNOW THAT TO BE UNTRUE, BECAUSE I OON'T. 

0. IS THERE ANYTHING YOU CAN GIVE US TOOAY ON ANY COUNTRY 
WHICH MIGHT BE WILLING TO HELP THE UNITED STATES LAUNCH 
AN EVACUATION? SPECIFICALLY, WHAT IS THE SITUATION 
WITH TURKEY, OR, POR EXAMPLE, GREECE OR ISRAEL? WOULD 
THEY BE WILLING TO HELP? | 

a. again, \i\ Art |ot: so jx*gI?q? jio \mi JHyAp THE CONTIN- 

LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

0. WHAT KINO OP A BREAKDOWN DO YOU HAVE NOW ON THE 
AMERICAN WHO ARE REMAINING IN IRAN IN TERMS OP MHO THEY 
ARE WORKING FOR — GOVERNMENT. PRIVATE COMPANIES* WHERE 
THEY ARE PHYSICALLY IH IRAN, AND SO FORTH? . 

A. I THINK WE HAVE A PRETTY GOOD NOTION OF IT. 

0. IS THIS INFORMATION THAT YOU ARE ABLE TO GIVE US AT 
LEAST IN TERMS OF HOW MANY PEOPLE WORK FOR PRIVATE COM- 
PANIES, HOW MANY ARE CONSIDERED DEPENDENTS, ETC.? 
A, I OON»T KNOW. I WILL TAKE THAT WHOLE SET OF QUESTIONS. 
BUT I HAVE A FEELING THAT RIGHT THROUGH HERE WE MAY 
NOT BE REALLY GOING OUT THERE ANO PUTTING PEOPLE ON THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MAP FOR OTHER PEOPLE TO DIDDLE WITH. j 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY DIRECT CONTACT FROM HERE TO IRAN 
WITH THE SANJABI OR THE AYATOLLAH OR ANYONE OF THEM? 

A. RIGHT IN THROUGH HERE, WE HAVE HAD A NUMBER OF 
CONTACTS. AS TO HOW IT IS TAKING PLACE, I HAVE GIVEN 
YOU ONE EXAMPLE, WHICH IS THE COMMUNICATION WITH MR. 
NEWSOM. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN 
SOMEWHAT HELD UP BECAUSE OF THE EVENTS IN THE EMBASSY. 



0. WHO IS THE CHARGE THAT YOU HEAfcO 'FROM THIS MORNING? 

A. THE SAME PERSON I SAID BEFORE, HQMAYOUN. | 

0. THE SITUATION IH THE EMBASSY IS ALSO A LITTLE BIT 
FLUIO, LIKE THE FELLOW WHO YESTERDAY SAID HE WAS IN 
CHARGE OF DIPLOMATIC SERVICES FOR KHOMEINI. TODAY 
APPARENTLY ISN»T ANY MORE. SO. THERE -IS AN APPROPRIATE 
OUESTION. HAVE WE TRIED TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE REGIME 
IN TEHRAN? IS THERE~€NOUQH TO 00 THAT? 

A. HOMAYOUN IS IN CHARGE. HE IS RELAYING INFORMATION AND 
MESSAGES FROM HIS REGIME. 



0. but to me all that that you are doing is you 
waiting for homayoun to relay the messages. you 
go Ahead with t.hau . . . ... ,m :.: ••: •*. •;• •": 

" ,: " S * LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ; 
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A. HE ARE WORKING IN A NUMBER OF KAYS TO TRY TO EFFECT 
THE SAFETY ANO SECURITY OP AMERICANS, AND I AM NOT 
REALLY GOING TO GO THROUGH ALL OF THEM. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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0* I KNOW YOU 0QN»T LIKE TO USE THE WORD "EVACUATION", 
BUT EARLIER MHEN SOMEONE MENTIONED BROWN* S STATEMENT, 
YOU GAVE THE INDICATION THAT WHEN THE AIRPORT 010 OPEN 
POSSIBLY ON, SATURDAY, WE WOULD WANT TO MOVE IN THERE 
AND MOVE THOSE PEOPLE WHO WANTED TO GET OUT. BUT NOfc 
YOU SEEM TO BE HEDGING A LITTLE BIT ON PRECISELY WHAT 
WE MIGHT _WANT TO 00. r 

A. NO. I WAS BEING ASKED A MORE FORMAL QUESTION AS TO 
WHETHER WE ISSUE ORDERS, AS TO WHETHER WE IMPLEMENT 
CERTAIN KINDS OF LANGUAGE MICH SETS THINGS INTO T&AIN. 
WHAT I WAS TRYING TO 00 WAS SAY I AM NOT GOING TO SO 
INTO THAT KINO OP A CONTINGENCY. I 

CLEARLY WE WANT TO MAKE THE POSSIBILITY OP EVACUATION 
AVAILABLE TO A LOT OP PEOPLE, BOTH THOSE WHO WE QPFICIALLY 
QROER OUT AND OTHERS WHO MAY FEEL THATi THEY SHOULD OR 
THAT THEY WANT TO OR THAT WE MAY DECIDE, WE MOULD URGE 
TO. 1 AM JUST NOT GOING TO TRY TO PREUUOGE WHAT ME ARE 
GOING TO DO, THAT'S ALL. | 

0. 00 YOU INTEND TO ESTABLISH THE NATURE OP THE RADICAL 
GROUPS AND THE LIKELY IMPACT THEY MIGHT HAVE IN FOLLOU-UP 
OPERATIONS WHICH MIGHT BE EXPECTEO PROM THEM? HAVE 
YOU COME UP WITH ANY EVIOENCE THAT THERE IS A LINK HERE 
BETWEEN THESE ACTIONS AND THE CONTINUING BROADCASTS ALONG 
THE SOVIET- IRANIAN BOROERS FROM THOSE STATIONS WHICH 
SOMETIME AGO WERE A BONE OF CONTENTION? 

A. I OON»T HAVE ANY ASSESSMENT AT THIS POINT TO OPER 
YOU ON ANY LINKS UNTIL I HAVE A MUCH BETTER ASSESSMENT 
'TO OFFER YOU ON WHAT HAS HAPPENED. | 

0. ARE YOU STILL MONITORING THOSE BROADCASTS, AND WOULD 
YOU CONTINUE TO SAY THAT THEY WERE UNHELPFUL, AS YOU 
SAID AT THE TIME OP THE SHAM 1 S PRESENCE IN THE COUNTRY? 

LiMiTj5a.0Pf iweL/u$E- :.: ••: ": J s : I 
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A. LET'S SEE. I? I DON'T SAY YES, THEY WE ARE GETTING 
SOPT ON RADICAL BROADCASTS. IP I DO SAY YES. THEN I AM 
ASKED HOW COM: YOU ARE SO HELPLESS IN DOING ANYTHING 
ABOUT THOSE RADICAL BROADCASTS. OP COURSE WE ARE 
CONCERNED ABOUT ANYTHING WHICH EXACER8ATES THE SITUATION 
IN IRAN AND ENDANGERS THE SECURITY OP AMERICANS. 

0. WHAT EXACERBATES THE SITUATION? 

A. ANYTHING WHICH EXACfcK&ATSS IT» WE ARE AGAINST. 
ANYTHING THAT TASTES LIKE APPLE PIE, WE ARE FOR. 

0. GETTING BACK TO THE PRECAUTIONARY PLANS WHICH WERE 
ANNOUNCED ON SUNDAY, DID YOU GET SOME TYPE OF ASSURANCES 
PROM THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WHICH LEO YOU TO CONCLUDE 
NOT TO PROQEEO 'WITH THE EVACUATION? 

A. NOT TO PROCEED WITH THE / EVACUATION? WE DION'T'HAVE 
PLANES GOING IN THERE BECAUSE THEY AIRPORT, WASN'T OPEN. 
WE OION'T CANCEL PLIGHTS. 

0. I'M REFERRING TO THE HELICOPTERS. 

A. LET ME SAY AGAIN WHAT I JUST TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO YOU 
ABOUT THE HELICOPTERS — THIS IS ON BACKGROUND* OUIT 
THINKING OP BUCK ROGERS HELICOPTERS TAKING THOUSANDS OF 
AMERICANS OUT OP IRAN. WHAT THE HELICOPTERS WERE FOR WAS 
TO GET OVER ROADBLOCKS AND OTHER OBSTACLES! BETWEEN GROUPS 
OP AMERICANS IN ONE PLACE ANO THE AIRPORT IN ANOTHER. 

0. YOU TERMED THE INVADERS OP THE COMPOUND AS, I 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BELIEVE, "LEFTISTS." 
IZATION IS BASED ON? , 

HAVE THE *C))^Nji Jill 



THEY SAY WHY 



CAN YOU TELL US WHAT 'THAT CHARACTER- 
IS IT BASED ON THINGS THEY SAID 

-' r^Otf.TEIiL.TJS THAT WHILE THEY 

«,.,1MfrjfrfR!t.iC DEMANDS? DID 
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A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING MORE ON THAT RIGHT NOW. I 
WQULON'T KANT TO TRY TO ANSWER THAT WHOLE SET OP CONVER- 
SATIONS UNTIL THE AMBASS/SCn HAS SOME MAY TO REPORT TO 
US VERY COMPLETELY AND OIRECTLY. THE NATURE OF OUR 
COMMUNICATION NOM IS THAT HE IS TRYING TO GET ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION TO US THROUGH THESE INDIRECT CHANNELS. THAT IS 
NOT IMMEDIATELY ESSENTIAL. 1 

0. BUT IS THE; CHARACTERIZATION BASED ON WHAT THE 
IRANIAN PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. HAS TOLO US ABOUT THE 
NATURE OF THESE PEOPLE OR AN WHAT THE INVAOERS SAID? 

A. IT IS BASED ON SEVERAL SOURCES, INCLUDING WHAT COME 
OF OUR PEOPLE INSIDE HAVE INDICATED TO THOSE WHO HAVE 
SEEN THEM. 

0. IS IT CORRECT THEY HERE CLAIMING TO BE SUPPORTERS OF 
KHOMEINI? 

A. I*M JUST REALLY NOT SURE ENOUGH ABOUT ALL THE THINGS 
THEY SAID. I DON'T WANT TO TRY TO DEAL KITH THAT 
BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW. ! 

0. CAN YOU GIVE US YOUR READOUT. ON AFGHANISTAN, PLEASE? 

A. ALL RIGHT. YOU HAVE MY STATEMENT THIS MORNING. O.K. 
LET ME GO BEYONO THAT. RATHER THAN RUNNING THROUGH A 
SET OP DUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WHICH MAY OR! MAY NOT HAVE 
BEEN ANTICIPATED, LET ME TRY TO PARAPHRASE THE INFOR- 
MATION I HAVE HERE ANO THEN GO TO YOUR OUESTIONS. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE j 
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INSOFAR AS RESPONSIBILITY IS CONCERNED, THE TERRORISTS 
BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SETTING IN MOTION THE EVENTS 

LEADING TO THE TRAGIC OEATH OP THE AMBASSADOR. THE 
AFGHAN AUTHORITIES DID MOVE PROMPTLY TO SURROUND THE 
HOTEL. WE 00 NOT KNOW IF THEY SOUGHT TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE TERRORISTS, ALTHOUGH OUR OCM WAS 1INF0RMB0 
THAT THEY WERE IN CONSTANT CONTACT WTH THE ABOUCTORS 
OP THE AMBASSADOR... WHAT. WE. 00. KNOW. JS.JHAT THEY RUSHED 
THE HOTEHROM 0?6PITe.pt|R:BTftqNJI RpflfST THAT FORCE 
... ... . ... . .. •• • * . ... •• 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



•r" ••* 



LIHITEO OFFICIAL USE 

NOT BE USED. ME ARE DEEPLY DISTRESSED THAT THE AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT DID NOT CHOOSE TO HEED THAT REQUEST, ME 
HAVE PROTESTED TO THAT GOVERNMENT. , * j 

DEPUTY CHIEF OP MISSTON J, BRUCE AMSTUT2! TOLD DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER DOST OP OUR REACTION IN THE STRONGEST 
POSSIBLE TERMS, ANO HE MAS PULLY AUTHORIZED TO DO SO. 
OUR REQUEST THAT THEY USE EXTREME DISCRETION IN DEALING 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR'S ABDUCTORS MAS SENTi EARLY THIS 
MORNING. THE SECRETARY MAS OIRECTLY INVOLVED IN SENDING 
THESE MESSAGES REQUESTING THAT THE APQHAN GOVERNMENT 
TAKE NO ACTION MHICH MIGHT JEOPARDIZE THE AMBASSADOR'S 
LIPE. THEY MERE CONVEYEO BY MR. AMSTUTZ TO MR. DOST 
POR RELAY TO PRESIDENT TERAKI ANO PQREIGN MINISTER 
AMIN. 

ME OIO-NOT RECEIVE AN ANSMER TO THAT REQUEST, NOR DID 
ME HAVE ANY ADVANCE NOTICE THAT THEY INTENOEO TO RUSH 
THE HOTEL ROOM IN THE HOTEL KABUL. 

ME HAVE NO INPORMATION INDEPENDENT QP REPORTING THAT VOU 
HAVE SEEN AS TO THE IDENTITY OP THE TERRORISTS. THE 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 
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APGHAN AUTHORITIES HAVE STATED THAT THEY MERE ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT TERRORISTS MHO DEMANDEO THE RELEASE OP POLITICAL 
PRISONERS. I HAVE TO REPEAT THAT ME HAVE NO CONFIRMED 
INPORMATION BEYOND THESE REPORTS. 

THE SITUATION IN KABUL APPEARS TO BE QUIET. WE HAVE 
INSTRUCTED OUR EMBASSY THERE TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS ANO 
ALERT AMERICAN PERSONNEL ANO AMERICAN CITIZENS. THERE 
ARE ABOUT 350 AMERICAN OFFICIALS ANO DEPENDENTS IN 
AFGHANISTAN. ME DO NOT HAVE ANY MAY OF KNOMING HOM MANY 
OTHER AMERICANS ARE THERE NOM. 

THE AMBASSADOR'S FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING ESTAB- 
LISHED NOM. THE MHITE HOUSE HAS ORDEREO THAT A SPECIAL 
PLANE BE SENT TO KABUL TO BRING THE AMBASSADOR'S BODY 
HOME. I MOULD POINT YOU TO STATEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE AND THE PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES ON THIS. 
ALSO A4»ERSO»AL:a8SERVftTJJ8N , «Y*^N"QLJ>:PRIEN0 ANO FORMER 

teacherV marsh/ccl: sHULMAMJ :.:*::: I 

ME HAVE ASKEO THE EMBASSY FOR A PULL REPORT ON THE 
LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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AJ5 OF NOW, OUR INFORMATION IS FAIRLY LIMITED. 



KABUL RADIO HAS ANNOUNCED THAT FOUR TERRORISTS INVOLVED 

IN THE INCIDENT MERE KILLED BY THE POLICE. t 

I AM NOT ABLE TO EITHER CONFIRM OR DENY REPORTS INVOLVING 

THE POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OR PRESENCE OF SOVIET ADVISERS 

OR PERSONNEL IN THE INCIOENT LEADING UP TO , THE AMBASSADOR'S 

DEATH. I 

0. THE KABUL RADIO ACCOUNT SAYS THAT THE KIDNAPPERS 
KILLED THE AMBASSADOR OR SHOT THE AMBASSADOR. IT 
IMPLIES THAT. 

0. I'M NOT SAYING NO. ME DON'T KNOW. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USB 
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0. YOU HAVE NO INFORMATION AS TO WHOSE BULLETS OR 
EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED? I 

A. NO, WE DON'T. ! 

0. WHAT ABOUT THE NATURE OF THE PEOPLE THAT 
KIONAPPEO THE AMBASSADOR? 

A. AGAIN, I. DON'T HAVE ANY INDEPENDENT INPOHMATION ON 
THIS. ! 

0. YOU'RE NOT ABLE TOCOftFS'RM'THAT THESE WERE SHI'ITES 
PROTESTING? | 

A. I'M NOT ABLE AT THIS POINT TO CONFIRM IT. THAT WAS 
AN INITIAL REPORT THAT WE HAO. 

-0. WHERE ARE THEY COMING FROM, WHERE 010 THOSE REPORTS 
ORIGINATE? I ... j 

A. THEY ARE COMING OUT OF AFGHANISTAN. 

0. DID THEY COME FROM THE EMBASSY ORIGINALLY ANO NOW 
THEY'RE PULLING BACK ON IT? 1 



A. WE SlWjLtftfAVfi MB /(.NUMBER: OR FRAGMENTARY REPORTS. 
WE ARE AsfclNQ:>«0R^A-PyLk*RgPDRn'AYiO.:r4A)ULD BE A LOT 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE \\ 
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HAPPIER ABOUT TRYING TO IDENTIFY FOLK WHEN WE GET IT. 

0. FOR THE RECORD, COULO YOU STATE WHAT THE POLICY OF 
THIS GOVERNMENT IS TOWARD THE QUESTION OF NEGOTIATING 
WITH TERRORISTS WHO TAKE HOSTAGES IN DEMANDING CERTAIN 
ACTS BE TAKEN? 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A. YES. I'LL GIVE IT TO YOU FOR THE RECORD, BUT I'M 
GOING TO TAKE THE QUESTION TO GE IT BECAUSE I OQN'T WANT 
TO TRY TO WING IT. j 

Q. AREiTHERV ANY PLANS TO GO BEYONO THE PROTESTS LIKE 
SUSPENDING RELATIONS, LEAVING THE POST IVACANT, FREEZING 
RELATIONS^-WHATEVER? | 

A. I SIMPLY AM NOT INFORMED OF ANY PLANS. 

! 
Q. WHAT 00 YOU MEAN BY A PROTEST "IN THE STRONGEST 
TERMS*? j 

A. THAT MEANS IT WAS A VERY STRONG PROTEST. 

Q. WHEN WE ASKED THE AFGHANIS NOT 1 TO RUSH THE HOTEL, y 
WAS THERE A RESPONSE? 010 THEY SAY THEY WOULD NOT? 

A. I SAID NO TO THAT. I ALSO SAID NO, THEY DIDN'T GIVE 
US ADVANCED NOTICE WHEN THEY DID IT. 

0. WAS THERE AMERICAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL AT THE HOTEL 
AT THE TIME THE POLICE WENT IN? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. 

Q. IT SEEMS TO BE, PROM THE REPORTS, THERE WERE N0 Mi% 
SECURITY PEOPLE WITH THE AMBASSADOR. IS THIS USUAL FOR 
AFGHANISTAN THAT WE DON'T HAVE A POLICE GUARD AS WE 
DO W SOME OTHER PLACES? j 

A. LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION OP WHO WASjWITH HIM. 

0. wriAflijNaiQF'SECURl^'MCAdlpliS HAVE NOW BEEN TAKEN 
TO SA*6GWAflD..TKE.EMBflSSy IN KABUL* AND OTHER PERSONNEL? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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| 

A. I DON'T KNOW. I DON'T HAVE A DESCRIPTION OF THE 
SPECIFIC ACTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN. THEY HAVE BEEN PUT 
ON ALERT BY THE EVENT, OBVIOUSLY, AND INSTRUCTED TO TAKE 
PRECAUTIONS. THAT ORDINARILY MEANS NOT WANDERING ABOUT 
AND PAYING PARTICULAR ATTENTION. 

0. ARE YOU GOING TO CONDUCT ANY FORMAL INVESTIGATION 
ABOUT THE SECURITY MEASURES THAT MERE TAKEN IN BOTH 
PLACES BEFORE THE ATTACKS? | 

A. ME ARE GOING TO EXAMINE MAT HAPPENEO IN BOTH CASES. 

0. ISN'T THERE A PRECEOURE IN THE DEPARTMENT TO INVESTI- 
GATE FORMALLY SUCH CASES? j 

I'M SURE THAT THERE WILL BE A FORMAL LOOKING INTO 
A. I'M SURE THAT THERE MILL BE A FORMAL LOOKING INTO 
BOTH SET? OF EVENTS. I OON'T KNOW! THE ANSWER TO YOUR 
OUESTION. I'LL BE GALD TO TAKE IT, WHETHER IT IS 
SOMETHING THAT IS AUTOMATICALLY TRIGGERED OR SOMETHING 
THAT YOU CET EVENTS OICTATE. \ 

0. .IS IT STILL YOUR BELIEF THAT THESE TWO INCIDENTS, 
IRAN ANO AFGHANISTAN, WERE TOTALLY COINCIDENTAL? 

A. BASED ON THE INFORMATION THAT WE NO* HAVE AVAILA8LE — 
WHICH I WILL NOT HAVE A QUALM IN THE WORLD OF REPUDIATING 
LATER WHEN ME HAVE MORE INFORMATION » WE 00 NOT SEE A 
LINK. i 

0. WHICH WAS FIRST? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A. AFGHANISTAN WAS FIRST. | 

o. ANblY'oLlooi'Sr'wlnKllfewi bVoJt|:or Iother kinds op 

REPORTS' OF* THKT TOULffHAVE TRHaGE*E&«TH£j SECOND? 
LIMITEO OFFICIAL USE 
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i 
A. IF YOU MEAN THAT KIND OF LINK, 1 I'M NOT ABLE TO 
SPECULATE ON THAT AT ALL. I THOUGHT YOU MEANT .IN A MORE 
CONSPIRATORIAL HAY. . 

0. WHAT HAS THE CHRONOLOGY ON THE AFGHAN INFORMATION? 
THE EMBASSY HAD SENT IN A MESSAGE ABOUT MIDNIGHT OUR 
TIME? 

A. YES. 

I 
GEORGE, DO YOU HAVE THAT, BECAUSE YOU WERE RUNNING IT j 
THROUGH WITH ME AND I CAN'T REMEMBER IT.. 

I < 

MR. SHERMAN t THE FIRST REPORT WAS RECEIVED SHORTLY 
BEFORE ONE O'CLOCK OUR TIME, AS I RECALL. 



MR. CARTER t 
THEREAFTER. 



MR. SHERMAN » 
BEGINNING. 



THE SECRETARY CAME INTO THE BUILDING SOON 



THE SECRETARY WAS INVOLVED FROM THE 



0. STAYING ON AFGHANISTAN, THERE IS SOMETHING J DON'T 
OUITE UNDERSTAND. WAS THERE EVER ANY CONTACT BETWEEN 
U.S. PERSONNEL AND THE ABDUCTORS, OR WAS THERE ONLY 
CONTACT BETWEEN THE OTHER EMBASSY PERSONNEL AND THE 
AFGHAN AUTHORITIES? 



A. TO THE BEST OP MY INFORMATION, BETWEEN OUR EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL AND THE AFGHAN AUTHORITIES. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE'Vm 



PAGE 28 



STATE 038900 TOSEC 



010018 



0. WERE YOU AWARE OP ANY CONTACT BETWEEN THE AFGHAN 
AUTHORITIES AND THE ABDUCTORS? 

A. 'YES. AS I SAID/IN MfOPENING STATEMENT, IT IS OUR 
UNOERSTANOING THAT THEY DID HAVE CONVERSATION WITH THE 
ABDUCTORS. | • | 

&»•• tibST POR THE««EJ»R&,«*HeUf£ICIAL AFGHAN STATEMENT _ 
SAf 8 -f H!A^:%OuS^^ 9«? iHQ-^i iAOOM WHEN THEY WERE GIVEN 
•• ••• • ••• • •• •• • • • •♦• •• 
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AN ULTIMATUM THAT IF DEMANDS WEREN'T MET IN TEN 
MINUTES, THE AMBASSADOR MOULD BE KILLED. THEN, SUBSE- 
QUENTLY, VOU MADE A PROTEST. IS THIS BECAUSE YOU DON'T 
THINK THEY MQULO HAVE CARRIED OUT THE THREAT? 

■ . i 
A. I'M NOT ABLE TO COMMENT ON THAT REPORT J OUR PROTEST 
MAS BASED ON WAT ME CLEARLY FELT MAS A OISREGARO OF 
THE AMBASSADOR'S SAFETY IN THE PROCEDURES THAT MERE 
TAKEN. : 

0. 00 YOU KNOM MHAT HAPPENED TO THE CHAUFFEUR OF THE 
AHBASSAOOR? MAS HE LET 00? 

A. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT HE HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF SOME 
INFORMATION, AND THEREFORE, THE ANSMER IS YES. 

0. HOM LONG MAS THE AMBASSADOR' HELD, DO YOU KNOM, 
BEFOnE HE MAS KILLEO? 

A. NO. BUT I'LL SEE IP I CAN GET THAT. 

0. IS IT UNITED.STATES POLICY NOT TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH 
AN UNRECOGNIZED GOVERNMENT IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION? 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ~ 
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A. NO. AT ANY RATE, THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION 
DOES NOT ARISE. AS I'VE TRIEO TO TELL YOU BEFORE, « 
BEEN HAVING CONTACT MITK THAT GOVERNMENT ON VARIOUS 
WORKING ARRANGEMENTS. 



0. HOM LONG 010 ME MA1T AFTER ME KNEM THAT 



AMBASSADOR MAS KILLED BEFORE HE MADE THE PROTEST? 

A. I THINK IT MAS RATHER QUICK. 

0. MAS THAT DECISION MADE BY THE SECRETARY HIMSELF? 

YES. 

A. YES. 



MR. SHERMANJ. IHE. OCM.HAD IME, EULL AUIMORUY 
MR. CARTERS : GJgVgN.pi "5HF.§E£j»ET|«Y5 * * * 



MR. SHERMAN t 



HIS INSTRUCTIONS. 
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0. WAIT A MINUTE. YOU SEEM TO BE SETTING INTO A CHICKEN* 
ANO-THE-EGG SITUATION. j 

A., WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? I DON'T SEE WHAT ! THE PROBLEM 
IS. IT IS ACTING UNDER HIS GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. THE 
SECRETARY OP STATE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT EMBASSY 
PEOPLE 00. HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT OCCURRED THERE. 
HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROTEST. THAT IS A STATEMENT 
OF FACT. 



0. WHEN YOU SAY "QUICKLY Th 1EAPTER, 
MATTER OF MINUTES, OR HOURS? 



A. I'LL GET YOU THE TIME. 



DOES THAT MEAN A 

I 
I DON'T KNOW. 
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0. AGAIN JUST FOR THE RECORO, HOODING* WAS THERE A 
FORMAL EXPRESSION OP REGRET OP ANY KIND OR ANYTHING 
ABOUT WHAT THE AFGHANS HAVE BEEN SAYING ABOUT THAT? 

A. I THINK WE HAVE SEEN SOMETHING ON THAT, BUT IT HAS 
BEEN ON THE WIRE. I DON'T KNOW THAT WE HAVE ;HAO A FORMAL 
ONE. I HAVE NOT SEEN IT. | 

0. BACK ON IRAN, WHAT IS THE NUMBER OP PERSONNEL AT THE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY IN TEHRAN? 

A. THERE WERE SEVENTY ROUGHLY, IN THE EMBASSY COMPOUND. 

0. IS IT THE U.S. POLICY NOT TO OEAL WITH UNRECOGNIZED 
GOVERNMENTS OIRECTLY IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS LIKE THE 
GOVERNMENT OP IRAN? ^i,^, 

A. WE OEAL WITH A NUMBER OF GOVERNMENTS AND YOU CAN 
RECALL THE WAYS WE HAVE OONT IT. # WE HAVE HAD PEOPLE 
OEAL WITH PEOPLE IN ANGOLA AND VIETNAM, 

0. WOULO YOU SAY THAT THERE IS A DIRECT CONTACT RIGHT 
NOW BETWEEN YpU AND^THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT? 

A. 
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A. WITH THAT GOVERNMENT. THE ANSWER IS YES. 

0. 00 YOU HAVE ANY OTHER ISSUES? 

0. JUST A BRIEF MIOOLE EAST THING. THE SECRETARY OP 

DEFENSE TODAY HAD A TOUR, I BELIEVE, OF THE OCCUPIED 
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WEST BANK TERRITORIES UNDER THE GUIDANCE OP AN ISRAELI 
MILITARY OFFICIAL. DOES THAT REPRESENT A CHANGE IN 
PRQCEOURE OF POLICY! TO HAVE A U.S. HIGH RANKING 
OFFICIAL VISIT OCCUPIED TERRITORY UNDER SUCH AUSPICES? 

OR HAS THIS OCCURRED IN THE .PAST? I 

>-- 1 tirn I 

A. SECRETARY BROW'S TOUR OP THE WEST BANK DOES NOT 
REPRESENT A CHANGE IN OUR POLICY. THE PURPOSE OP THE 
TOUR HAS TO UNDERSTAND BETTER THE SECURITY {QUESTIONS 
THAT HILL ARISE IN CONNECTION WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE CAMP OAVIO FRAMWORKS. WE FELT IT WAS NECESSARY 
FOR US TO HAVE A 'DIRECT AND INOEPTH APPRECIATION OP THE 
TERRAIN OF THE AREA AND ITS -RELATION TO SECURITY MATTERS. 
THAT WAS THE PURPOSE OP SECRETARY BROWN'S TOUR OP THE 
WEST BANK, WHICH WAS CONDUCTED PRIMARILY PROM THE AIR 
WITH ONE OR TWO BRIEF LANDINGS FOR TERRAIN APPRECIATION. 

0. IS IT A CHANGE IN PROCEDURE? 

A. I AM NOT AWARE OP SOMETHING HAVING BEEN DONE 
PRECISELY LIKE THAT BEFORE. 

0. 010 THE UNITEO STATES ASK FOR REPRESSED PRESS^^ 
COVERAGE OP THIS VISIT? THERE WERE REPORTS PROM ISRAEL 
THAT A POOL COVERAGE OP JOURNALISTS AND PHOTOGARPHERS 
WERE CANCELLED, I THINK BY UNITEO STATES REDUEST. 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THOSE REPOR'TS. 

O.ACTION BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT? ' | 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THOSE REPORTS EITHER. 
I DON'T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON ANY COMMENTS THAT POREIGN 
MINISTER DAYAN OR PRIME MINISTER BEGIN ARE MAKING EITHER. 

Christopher*: ••• : : : .•• .•• :•: ' •• 
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